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OUR LAVENDER | FROM THE EDITOR 


Two Wolves 


BY ANDREW STARK 


A few Januaries ago, I visited Mackinac 
Island for a story that never materialized. I 
wanted to visit the island, which is one of my 
favorite places, during its offoff-season from 
tourists—when Mackinac returns to its natural 
state, as it were. 

Liz Ware, co-owner of Mission Point Resort, 
put me up in her family's private boathouse. Liz 
and I became fast friends, and she lent me her 
snowmobile, which I used to explore the en- 
tirety of the island (during the tourist season, 
there are essentially no motorized vehicles, save 
airplanes and a scant stable of emergency ve- 
hicles). Temperatures were in the single digits. 
Basically everything had closed down—Doud’s 
Market, Island Hardware and the Mustang 
Lounge remained open to serve the 500 year- 
round residents (and the incoming construction 
workers; most of the island's restoration and 
construction takes place in the dead of winter). 


On my journey back to Minneapolis, I cut 
north to Marquette, where I spent the night 
in an offgrid cabin. The cabin was cozy, but 
tiny: loft bed, sofa, woodstove. The main house 
had a sauna for guests to use, and I ventured 
over. Posted on the wall outside the sauna was 
something that has stayed with me: The Story 
of the Two Wolves. This is a legend largely at- 
tributed to the Cherokee or Lenape people. It 
is so popular as to render it almost meaning- 
less, dime-store wisdom, and you can buy it on 
Amazon for $14.99. Nevertheless, it's a beauti- 
ful sentiment, and goes thusly: 

An old Native man and his grandson are 
presumably sitting around a fire. The man tells 
the boy about the battle that rages inside every 
one of us—this battle is between two wolves. 

One wolf is objectively evil. He represents 
vices and other negative traits: jealousy, envy, 
greed, superiority /іпѓегіогібу, etc. 


Тһе other is, without question, good. This 
wolf represents virtue: peace, love, tolerance, 
patience, presence, generosity, etc. 

Тһе grandson mulls this over. Then һе 
asks, "Which wolf wins the battle?" 

Grandpa, with a cinematic shine to his eye, 
says, "The one you feed." 

I remember sitting outside the sauna, 
towel draped over my shoulders, staring at 
this decorative thing on the wall. And then 
I cried, unexpectedly. Granted, I was ex- 
hausted. But, like I said, this story has stuck 
with me. 

And here's why: If we live in the present 
moment, which is an extremely difficult thing 
to do, we can recognize every decision as an 
opportunity—to feed the virtue and starve the 


vice. Ш 
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OUR LAVENDER | A WORD IN EDGEWISE 


Of Workhouses, Prisons, and Redemption 


BY E.B. BOATNER 


Ebenezer Scrooge is neither a fool nor a cow- 
ard; the shrewd business acumen that enabled 
him to accumulate his vast wealth may, in part, 
enable him to marshal the fortitude needed to 
change the course of his hitherto dour, cramped 
life. 

Hewing closely to the text of the 1843 Dickens 
classic, Lavina Jadhwani's adaptation of А Christ- 
mas Carol presents a more nuanced Scrooge than 
many of the Guthrie's earlier 47 Carol produc- 
tions. Enacted on a darker, vaster stage in a trim- 
mer, less pyrotechnical presentation, Jadhwani 
retains the chill of the supernatural foreshadowed 
in the subtitle A Ghost Story of Christmas. The set 
is larger, darker, than in the past, the costumes 
more muted, though infused with a bold flair ex- 
pressive of the period dress. There is the usual 
singing, and to-and-froing of Victorian London, 
yet there's nothing distracting or overwrought. 

Scrooge himself is less “Ваһ, Humbug" than 
Scrooges past. In his initial encounter with former 
partner Jacob Marley's ghost (played hauntingly 
by Charity Jones, perched on Scrooge's counter- 
pane) he allows he'd “rather not" be visited by 
haunts. However, when he's led into the past, he 


is affected—first delighted, then brought to tears 
seeing his neglected childhood self, comforted 
by his little sister Fan, the too-soon-deceased 
mother of his nephew Fred. Experiencing his 
own boyhood rejection, Scrooge now regrets his 
unkindness to the young caroler he shooed from 
his office. 

Тыз pang of regret, explicit in the original 
text, carries throughout his supernatural excur- 
sions. Scrooge here is not a passive onlooker be- 
ing shown incidents from the past and potential 
future but becomes an active participant in his re- 
habilitation. "Spirit," he exhorts Christmas Pres- 
ent, “conduct me where you will. I went forth last 
night on compulsion, and I learnt a lesson which 
is working now. Tonight, if you have aught to 
teach me, let me profit by it." 

Matthew Saldivar plays Scrooge younger than 
usual, according more with the age of his neph- 
ew, Fred, who after all, is his sister Fan's only 
child. Scrooge was the elder sibling, but not by 
decades. 

АП of the familiar characters appear, the 
Cratchit family with Tiny Tim, the Fezziwigs, 
Scrooge's former flame Belle and her husband, 


Scrooge's employee who—in one possible fu- 
ture—sells off his bed curtains and burial shirt. 
The Dickens wit and pathos are intact, and to- 
gether with the cleaner, starker presentation 
travel a pathway direct to the heart. 

Of particular poignancy is Scrooge's own 
yielding to the thawing of his heart and his will- 
ingness, nay eagerness, to embrace this sea 
change. Like ancient seed recovered and planted 
still flowers to bear fruit, or, more prosaically, the 
green shoot thrusting up through cracked pave- 
ment. Life emerging. Realizing how many hours 
his refusal to join Fred's Christmas dinners has 
cost him, Scrooge rushes to his door to beg ad- 
mission. These moments are all in Dickens's 
text, and Jadhwan has brought them all to the 
foreground in a moving and extraordinary Carol, 
ending a Covid-enforced hiatus of 637 dark days 
on the Guthrie stages. 

After Tiny Tim's *God bless us, every one!" 
and resounding applause, the actors depart 
leaving Scrooge to illuminate the ghost light, a 
beacon in the darkened theater promising a re- 
newed, brighter Guthrie future. Ё 
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OUR LAVENDER | A DAY IN THE LIFE 


Jessie Chandler 


BY LINDA RAINES 


* Where did you grow up? 

Igrew up in Siren, Wisconsin, a teeny berg about 
90 miles northeast of Minneapolis. My mom spent 
the school year teaching in the big, bad city as a me- 
dia generalist at Northport Elementary in the Rob- 
binsdale School District. I stayed home in Siren with 
my awesome grandparents, and pretty much had the 
run of town, until I literally ran into a cop car when 
I was four. Mom brought me down to the city to live 
with her when I was six, and enrolled me in District 
281. I went through the same elementary school she 
worked at, and let me tell you, she heard about it if I 
ran down the hall or didn't eat my peas. It was a huge 
adjustment, but I wound up having the best of both 
small town and big city experiences. 


* Where do you live? 
In St. Joseph, Minnesota, about 10 minutes north 
of St. Cloud on I-94. 


* Who do you live with? 

My wife and I live with our partner and best 
friend Angel and her daughter, Kayla. Along with 
three dogs, three cats, and what had been two, but is 
now one, Betta fish. 


* What is your occupation? 

I'm a person of many hats. First and foremost, 
Im a writer. I have five books in a long-standing 
humorous mystery series—the Shay O'Hanlon Ca- 
per Series—and the first books of two other series 
published as well. The most recent release was my 
Covid baby, Quest for Redemption, which came out 
in March of 2020, exactly when everything was shut- 
ting down. 

Along with authoring novels, I deal pull tabs at 
Jimmy's Pourhouse in Sauk Rapids a couple times 
a week, sell books at Once Upon a Crime Mystery 
Bookstore (the best mystery bookstore with the best 
boss ever) once a week, work three overnights a 
week as a night auditor at a hotel up here in St Cloud, 
and help with our online home business selling de- 
cals for car windows, laptops etc., which we cut, prep, 
and mail out in-house. Then, in the summer and fall, 
we travel to Pride Festivals selling all kinds of Pride 
merch including my books and some of our decals. 
Holy cow. Looking back at all that kinda wears a per- 
son out! 


* When did you come out? 

I came out officially at 27, when I told my mom 
I fell in love with a girl on the Internet who lived іп 
New Jersey. I'd known I was gay for probably four 
years, but never admitted it to anyone, and barely to 
myself. 


* How'd that go? 

It was a rough road to hoe. My mom threw 
up, wondered what she'd done wrong raising me, 
thought it was a great thing I'd been involved in 
sports all through school, but maybe that had been a 
huge mistake. She told me not to breathe a word of 
"this" to anyone in the family, because she was sure 
none of them would understand. For about five years 
it was pretty touch and go. Then something amazing 
happened. Her attitude completely changed, and she 
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embraced Betty as her own. She proudly outed us to 
waitresses, friends, and suddenly, family. I never had 
a really close relationship with my mom, but we were 
finally finding our sea legs when lung cancer snuck 
up and stole her away from us. On the bright side, 
my family accepted Betty before Га ever said a word 
to them about being gay, and when I officially told 
them in 2010 because we were going to get married, 
not one of them blinked an eye. In fact, my beloved 
aunt threw us a wedding shower. 


* When do you wake up? 

As late as humanly possible! I am NOT a morn- 
ing person. Seriously though, my alarm is all over the 
map. It might be 7:30 am one day and 11 am the next. 
Or later if I'm working at the hotel. My best snoozing 
comes between ten and noon. I love my sleep! 


* Phone alarm or old school alarm? 

Phone alarm all the way. If I hear one more old 
school alarm, I'm going to throw the clock radio or 
whatever is blaring so rudely right across the room. 


* What's the first thing you do in the morning? 
Ishower to wake my groggy self up. 


* Breakfast? 
Usually a light Jimmy Dean Egg and Sausage 
sammy. Along with a banana. Sometimes. 


* Coffee? 
Yuck. I only drink it as espresso when I need a 
real caffeine fix. 


* Cream, or no? 
ГІ definitely dump a boatload of cream in the 
espresso shot and throw it back, fast. 


* How do you spend your commute? 

Icommute to a number of jobs, and the ride time 
varies. But generally, I love listening to podcasts, es- 
pecially true crime ones like Best Case Worst Case, 
Truth and Justice with Bod Ruff, Wrongful Conviction, 
and Undisclosed, and then I like to lighten the mood 
with The Moth, Psychic Teachers, Chelsea Handler's 
Dear Chelsea, and plenty more. 


* What do you nerd out for (gaming, music, history, 
etc.)? 

Collecting Breyer horses, cool notebooks, cool 
pens, and mostly, painting intuitive, abstract mixed 
media art. I can't tell you how much I love smearing 
paint, pasting collage, making marks, and basically 
creating a delightful mess, both on the canvas and 
on myself. 


* What music have you been digging lately? 

I really am into NF, who raps about big things 
like battling mental illness, depression, and yourself. 
I feel it’s so important to talk about those buried-un- 
der-a-rock kind of things. He's great and gut wrench- 
ing. Ed Sheeran, Melissa (yeah THAT Melissa) 80s 
rock, classical, Celtic, Latin American music. I guess 
Tm kind of eclectic. 


e 15 your work space tidy or a hot mess? 

Half a hot mess and half neat and tidy. My desk is 
usually a disaster. But my decal-making area is usu- 
ally pretty darn neat. 
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* What's been your favorite job? 

Hands down, selling books at Borders Book- 
store. I worked for them for ten years and went down 
with the ship when they closed. 


* Favorite weeknight meal: Go out, take out, or cook in? 
Take out. I am an instant gratification kinda girl. 


* On a usual weeknight, you are doing what? 

In a perfect world, sitting on the couch bingeing 
some Netflix or Hulu. In my very messy and not at all 
perfect world, I'm probably working on decal sales, 
or thinking about writing. I think about writing a lot 
when I'm busy doing everything else. 


* Bedtime? 

One or two in the morning is a perfect time for 
me, but it can range from ten in the evening to seven- 
thirty in the morning. 


* Favorite weekend activity? 

Sleeping! Looking for rocks and agates in the 
spring, summer, and fall. Finding a new place to eat 
and new foods to try. Traveling. 


* What are you most proud of, and why? 

Tm most proud of the 26-year relationship I have 
with my wife. She's an amazing person who's been 
through so much and has thrived despite it all. Even 
after all this time we are still two peas in a pod. 


* Words of wisdom to share: 

Follow your heart. Do things that are good for 
you and good for others. A little kindness goes a hell 
of a long way. Hug the snot out of everyone close to 
you and tell them you love them. Because love really 
does make the world go round, even if sometimes, 
especially in the last few years, it doesn't feel that 
way! Ё 


B 


пад 


OUR | ENTERTAINMENT 


Ness | 


Тһе Archer 


BY CONLAN CARTER | PHOTOS BY ASHLEY RI 


ite 


st 


For a musical artist like Ness Nite—whose music is a n 
ered mix of subaquatic R&B, rap, modern pop, an amalgamatic 
ed genres and ideas—it's difficult to pin them down in one plac 
a cutting-edge artist redefining their space in the music indust 
more or less the point. 

Growing up between Milwaukee and Chicago, the сопсер 
sentation, stardom, and music were something Nite was flu 
on: “I was actually really drawn to being, like, a different per 
... somebody who was more than I was." Music was of cours 
list—but so was Disney Channel. “When iCarly came out.. i 
‘Oh, ГЇ make a web show.” For a young queer kid looking to fi 
outlet for self-expression, the fantasy of becoming a bigger, Беш 
sion of themselves felt like a focused goal. 

The difficulty of being one’s self, especially as something “6 
than the heteronormative Christian upbringing familiar to many М 
westerners, brought along the task of unlearning repression otherne 
entails. For Nite, survival meant going with the flow—a lifestyle thaty 
entirely against their counter-cultural personality: “Everything about 
basically subscribed to like, ultra-heteronormativity and just being] 
small ... as a woman, I guess. Shutting down everything because 
know, I'm a person that likes to go against the grain." Looking bae 
idea of becoming a more realized person, an artist whose expre 
was far truer to their experience of the world, was the obvious d 
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Osmo Vanska has been hailed by critics as 
the greatest living conductor of Jean Sibelius’ 
music, so dont miss your chance to hear the 
centerpiece of Vànskàs last season with the 
Minnesota Orchestra: a festival of the Finnish 
composers epic works. 


Embrace winter before the concerts and 
during intermission by celebrating with 
an indulgent tincture at our Elixir Haus! 


minnesotaorchestra.org 
612-371-5656 | ОС #mnorch 


All artists, programs, dates and prices subject to change. Anyone entering Orchestra Hall will be required to show proof upon 
arrival of full COVID-19 vaccination or a negative COVID-19 PCR test. More information at minnesotaorchestra.org/safety. 
PHOTO Zoe Prinds-Flash. 
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solution. ^I wanted to have some kind of сһаг- 
acter that was пе... Something that was like 
“ may not feel this, but I want to pretend to feel 
this good." 

Fans of Nite's music will recognize their de- 
sire to critique and respond to the masculine, 
traditional standards of relationships, culture 
and music production. There's something 
inherent to Ness Nite that speaks directly to 
the other, imagining a greater space for future 
voices to express themselves with artistic and 
personal integrity. Lines like “I do it for my 
mama's mama's mama / I do it for my daugh- 
ter's daughter's daughter" from the 2018 track 
“Watercolor Roses," draw a direct line to Nite's 
inspiration to find more than just their own 
success in the industry. Nite is working to pave 
the way for future generations of creators who 
might not have found the confidence or plat- 
form previously. 

Nite's entry into music began when they 
started writing songs in middle school—even 
playing violin for 10 years (by ear and imitation 
alone; Nite admittedly couldn't read music). { 4 
But it wasn't until they moved to Minneapolis ІН ч... 22 
for college that music became a feasible са- 
reer path. Programs like Ableton Live (a digi- 
tal music production platform) gave Nite 
the freedom they needed to make music, 
experiment, and find the sound that best 
defined a young queer person growing 
into thier own. Nite eventually dropped 
out of school and released the 2016 EP 
Nite Time, an ethereal, introspective re- 
cord that coincided with Nite's own re- 
alization of their attraction to their best 
friend: “[Nite Time] was the first time 
I was like, ‘Oh this is literally about a 
girl’. . . I was still in this mindset, ‘Is 
this even okay?" Two years later, Nite 
released Dream Girl, a record far less 
subdued in its gay expression. 

Reinvention and growth are always 
on the mind of artists like Nite, moving 
from Minneapolis to New York, and re- 
turning to Minneapolis in 2019. The con- 
cept of movement, of always moving on to 
the next thing, has been a major constant: 
“Гуе always kinda been like this . . . Trying 
to be a trailblazer in anything that I'm doing. It 
just makes me be excited to be alive when I'm 
trying to accomplish things." When not work- 
ing on their own projects, Nite has been learn- 
ing producing the work of others—including 
Minneapolis-based genre-bending R&B artist 
Jija—helping to springboard their peers and 
become a resource for early career artists 
new to the world of music production, net- 
working and labels. 

"Labels are so outdated, in my opin- 
jon" Nite says. “Т have nothing bad to 
say about the label I was signed to. 
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EXPERIENCE THE 
MAGIC OF THE 


LUMINARY LOPPET 
FEB 5TH ON 


LAKE OF THE ISLES 


Shops at Excelsior & Grand | 3826 Grand Way | St. Louis Park | 952.922.8364 www.StyleByMax.com 


LOPPET.ORG/LUMINARY 


Funky for the 
whole fam 


Hand-crafted cool you won't 
find anywhere else. Family 
owned. Plenty for kids too! 


SUMMED 


THE DONNA SUMMER MUSICAL 


Dec 28-Jan 2 
ORDWAY.ORG 


OPTICAL PEN ORDWAY 


Eye exams available 
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'The person who ran it was a great person 
who helped me a lot. But as a system it's a 
structural problem . . . It kind of sucks the 
life out of you." Instead, Nite explains that 
new artists should focus their time and 
hard work on ways to build communities 
in their music and in their local scene. The 
more inventive the method, the better. 

One of Nite's newest interests lies, per- 
haps unsurprisingly, in cryptocurrency. 
In the modern age where even owner- 
ship over a specific jpeg file can become 
a (divisive and oft-confusing) form of cur- 
rency, Ness Nite is considering new ways 
of making NFTs work for artists and their 
fans. "There's not really a lot of music 
NFTs out yet... I wanna make short clips 
of music videos, or, like, maybe a different 
music video to the same song." For Nite, 
an experiment in finding ways to cultivate 
fans while making money for production 
is well worth the exploration: “you can use 
them to incentivize people ...to engage 
in the community you want to build as an 
artist." 

Nite's NFT endeavor is not just for 
Шав SIREN project—they're building а 
platform called 9thHouse that will help art- 
ists familiarize themselves with the NFT 
space and building in the Web3 world. 

As a producer, Nite dreams of becom- 
ing a "powerhouse" resource for women 
artists to access without the male-domi- 
nated influence of the music industry. "Tm 
non-binary, but Гуе walked the world as 
a woman, you know. How the world sees 
me and how I've been socialized." The ex- 
perience of making music with their peers 
thus far without the interference of a male 
producer has cemented this idea in Nite's 
mind: “It’s an interesting dynamic. I just 
decided to take it as something [male- 
influenced producers] don't have—the 
music that they made and the music we're 
making are very different." 

Ness Nite is an artist with their eyes on 
the next thing, whether it’s a new sound 
or a new way to build community. To an 
artist like Nite, it’s more than just doing 
what you’ve succeeded in thus far; it’s 
about constantly reinventing yourself and 
the space you're in, which requires a cer- 
tain familiarity with the grind. “I’m always 
thinking about work,” Nite admits. “I put 
myself in this position . . . to like, have no 
choice but to succeed. Whatever setbacks 
or whatever happens, I need to use it as 
a learning experience and just figure out 
what to do next, trust my taste in ideas, 
and learn to be open to other people too.” 

More information on Ness Nite can be 
found at www.nessnite.com li 
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Viva la Bienstar 


Latino Alternative Television Cives 
Voice to the Unspeakable 


BY TERRANCE GRIEP 


Тһе stage manager scuttles away, leaving the singer alone with the 
thought of cockroaches...until that thought scuttles away, too. The audi- 
ence rustles unevenly within the shared darkness, left and right, front 
and center—the singer is surrounded, and utterly alone. She squints 
at the only source of light, the backs of four space-age leisure chairs, 
each embossed with a name that might affect the change that the singer 
wishes for with all her heart. 

Ghost music asserts itself, seemingly from everywhere, and she 
thinks, “No, I’m not ready, not yet,” but it's too late for that. Suddenly: 
light, light everywhere—primary colors, secondary colors, all colors, 
no colors, light, light, light, flickering and flashing and fanning, and the 
singer takes a moment to lament the cold comfort of the dark, but it's too 
late for that, too. Hit the post, she thinks, focusing on ghosts and drawing 
a diaphragm breath. Here comes the post—hit it. 

Of course, there are less drastic ways to find one's voice. Such a 
route is provided by Latino Alternative TV, which describes itself as 
“well-known for being a direct link to the growing voices of Latinos.” 
My Health Agenda is an exclusive, online digital series intended to give 
voice to a sub-community that has been all too often voiceless: LGBTQ+ 
Latinos. This voice draws attention to a topic all too often ignored 
by that same sub-community: personal wellness. 

"As Latinos, it can be difficult to bring up health-related 
conversations for a number of reasons," says series creator 
and director, Andres Palencia. “We decided to create this 
series as a loving and creative 'ice breaker' of sorts so we 
can normalize health-related conversations for LGBTQ+ 
people—especially Latinos.” 

Of course, the terms health and wellness are often subjec- 
tive. “[The name] My Health Agenda made sense because 
we're sharing personal experiences and different 
definitions of ‘healthy,” Palencia elaborates. 
“Having the ‘My’ in My Health Agenda em- 
powers our viewers to define health in terms 
of their own experience. We wanted to em- 
phasize the real personal nature of conver- 
sations around health while providing more 
updated and relatable perspectives to nor- 
malize these conversations." 

A press release promoting the series 
trailer offers a wide, rainbow array of 
“Муз” “We invite you to get to know 
our special guests Erick, Curly, Jennifer, 
Dr. Ourian, and Vasillos who share their 
personal, insightful, and informative jour- 
neys to help us share a common message of 
encouragement, hope, and love." The featured 
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folk trudge through treacherous topics like abuse, addiction, sobriety 
and HIV/AIDS. 

Viewing these guests' testimonies is accentuated by realtime illustra- 
tions of described ideas and notions—such abstract concepts as medita- 
tion, pleasure, abandonment, grief, or even out-of-body experiences, to 
name a few—created by a team of "queer creatives." In fact, with the 
direction and production design handled by members of the LGBTQ+ 
community, My Health Agenda is just as gay behind the camera as it is in 
front of it. Continues the press release, ^We want you to feel empowered 
to take the important steps that bring you closer to your own definition 
of "healthy." 

That self-determination is key to helping any given individual find 
their voice. Using such a voice might at first be as nerve-wracking as a 
televised audition, but unlike someone singing as contestant on a game 
show, members of the My Health Agenda family will never, ever be 
judged. 

For more info, visit: latv.com/series/myhealthagenda li 
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are interested in growing their business through Lavender 
advertising and event sponsorships. Candidates must be local. 

Applicants should have experience with Mac software environment, Excel, Word, social media platforms & database 
software such as Filemaker Pro. They should exhibit an elevated level of organization, attention to detail, the ability 
to work as part of a team, effective communication,self direction, enjoys working with new people and has a natural 
drive to grow. 


Includes base pay + commission and an employee benefits 
package that includes group health, dental, life insurance and LTD. 


Please send your cover letter and resume to Stephen Rocheford, President & CEO. 
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There's No Shortage of 
Winter Activities in the 


Great White North 


BY LINDA RAINES 


Winter in Minnesota can seem intermi- 
nably long, especially if you stay cooped 
up in your house from early November to 
mid-April. While hibernation might work 
out well for actual bears, it’s not the best for 
humans. Social interaction along with just 
being in the good ol’ outdoors is healthy— 
both mentally and physically—not to men- 
tion fun. 

Let's take a look at some of the many of- 
ferings on hand that'll help keep the winter 
doldrums at bay until spring arrives in all of 
its rich green glory once more. 
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DECEMBER 


Holidazzle 2021 

Through Dec 19 • Peavey Plaza & Loring 
Park, Downtown Mpls 

The beloved downtown Minneapolis tradition 
returns with entertainment, shopping, food, 
beverages, and crafts. Visit our website for 
dates and more details! 

www.holidazzle.com 


Bentleyville Tour of Lights 
'Through Dec 27 * Bayfront Festival Park, 
Duluth 


Тһе largest free walkthrough lighting display 
in America has something for everyone! Free 
treats, 4 million+ lights and a 128-foot Christ- 
mas tree will delight folks of all ages. Free 
admission, parking is $10 per vehicle. 
www.visitduluth.com 

www.bentleyvilleusa.org 


Festival of Trees presented by KARE 11 
Through Jan 5 • Mall of America, Level 5 
North, hear JW Marriott 

A free event where raffle tickets can be 
purchased to win one of the many prize filled 
trees from a variety of sponsors (including 


Continued on page 22 
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VisitProctor.com 
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Bloomington Convention and Visitors Bu- 
reau). All the proceeds raised will be donated 
to Special Olympics Minnesota. 
www.mallofamerica.com 


Winter Lights 2021 

'Through Jan 2 » Minnesota Landscape Arbo- 
retum, Chaska 

'The Winter Lights display returns as a walking 
tour! Tickets are required and go quickly, so 
check our website to get yours now. Enjoy- 

ing the fresh, crisp air of a Minnesota winter 
evening surrounded by thousands of lights is 
an experience not to be missed. The Arboretum 
café will be open, and shopping at the gift store 
and music will be available on certain nights. 
www.arb.umn.edu/winterlights 


GLOW Holiday Festival 

Through Jan 22 * Minnesota State Fair- 
grounds 

You've all heard of the “Great Minnesota Get- 
Together”, aka the Minnesota State Fair—now 
come out and enjoy the Great Minnesota 
Holiday Get-Together. It's Minnesota's newest 
holiday light experience featuring over a mil- 
lion holiday lights, icicle & art installations, a 
fun gingerbread house, Sky Glider rides, and 
a State Fair Food Court. Each night of GLOW 
will benefit a community charity. 
www.glowholiday.com 


Twinkle Weekend 

Dec 3-5 • Downtown Stillwater 

What would the holidays be without all of 

the bright, twinkling holiday lights casting a 
festive glow? Downtown Stillwater lights it up 
with the official lighting of the city’s Christmas 
tree that welcomes all with music, fun, Victo- 
rian carolers, and Twinkle lights being given 
out. Even Santa will be joining the fun. 
www.greaterstillwaterchamber.com 


Candyland Weekend 

Dec 10 - 12 • Downtown Stillwater 

Sugar & spice & everything nice? Stillwater's 
got that and more this weekend! Victorian 
carolers, holiday lights, horse-drawn carriage 
rides, a gingerbread house building contest 
-there's something for everyone to get them 
into that sweet, sweet holiday spirit. Even 
Santa and some of his reindeer will be making 
an appearance! 
www.greaterstillwaterchamber.com 


Mill City Winter - Farmers Markets 
Select Saturdays Dec - April • Mill City Mu- 
seum, Minneapolis 

Just because the weather's turned, it doesn't 
mean that you can't enjoy the bounty of local 
farmers! They'll be heading indoors to sell 
their wares on select Saturdays from 10 AM - 
1 PM. Face coverings, safe physical distanc- 
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ing, and other Covid safety protocols will be 
required to ensure everyone's safety. 
www.millcityfarmersmarket.org 


JANUARY 


2022 Discover NHL Winter Classic 

Jan 1 * 6 PM e Target Field, Minneapolis, MN 
Тһе NHLs annual outdoors New Year's match- 
up will take place at Target Field this year with 
the hometown Minnesota Wild making their 
first Winter Classic appearance by taking on 
the St. Louis Blues. Come on out and show the 
world that Minnesota IS the State of Hockey! 
www.minneapolis.org 
www.wild.com/WinterClassic 


Art Shanty Projects 

Jan 15 - Feb 6 * Lake Harriet/Bde Unma 
Indulge in a whimsical, weird, uniquely experi- 
ence that inspires joy in everyone from kids to 
adults. This yearly interactive art project, in- 
spired by the ice fishing villages so prominent 
on Minnesota lakes, has an anything goes 
motto as far as construction and decoration 
for the 150+ artists who participate. Just don’t 
bring your fishing pole! 
www.artshantyprojects.org 


Ice Palace MAZE 

Jan 15 - Feb 26 e Stillwater Zephyr Theatre, 
Stillwater 

Fun for all ensues when you head out to this 
114' by 72' Ice Palace MAZE that is construct- 
ed of over 1,500 ice blocks with an 8' high 
perimeter wall and an ice slide. Free parking 
is available, restrooms are open and the bar 
will be open for takeout. Please be advised that 
masks will be required when inside. 
www.discoverstillwater.com 


Inaugural World Snow Sculpting 
Championship 


Jan 18 - 23 e Stillwater 

Billed as “Тһе World's Coolest Block Party", 
this event will feature teams from around the 
world coming out to create amazing snow 
sculptures while being judged in competition 
for prize money and the title of World Cham- 
pion. Attendees will have the chance to enjoy 
plenty of activities, ceremonies, social events, 
and the people's choice award. 
www.discoverstillwater.com 


136th St. Paul Winter Carnival 

Jan 28 - Feb 6 * Various St. Paul venues 

Come out to enjoy this St. Paul tradition that 
celebrates all things winter! Watch ice carving 
competitions, enjoy free artistic and education- 
al activities, music, dance, food, the medallion 
hunt, and more. 

www.wintercarnival.com 


John Beargrease Sled Dog Marathon 
Jan 30 - Feb 2 • Duluth to Canadian border 
and back 

Тһе longest sled dog race in the lower 48, the 
John Beargrease Sled Dog Marathon sees 
competitors mushing in an event that covers 
nearly 400 miles and is a qualifier for the 
Iditarod race in Alaska. Come out to cheer on 
these mighty mushers. 

www.beargrease.com 

www.visitduluth.com 


FEBRUARY 


Dog Mushing! Women's Winter 
Adventure 


Feb 3- 6 • 82 Irish Creek Rd., Hovland 

Have you ever had dreams of racing across 
the winter landscape behind your very own 
team of sled dogs? Here's your chance! This is 
a true offthe-grid adventure for those wishing 
to learn about and participate in a wonderfully 


unique winter sport. 
www.dnr.state.mn.us/events/event. 
һіті?ісі-67322 


City of Lakes Loppet Winter Festival 

Feb 5-6 • Theodore Wirth Park, Minneapolis 
Originally designed as a cross-country ski 
race, the City of Lakes Loppet has become 

a winter staple that includes the Luminary 
Loppet, Cross-Country Ski, Skijor, Snowshoe, 
and Fat Tire Bike events through Theodore 
Wirth Park. 

www.loppet.org 


Tank Weekend 

February 18-20 * The Saloon, Minneapolis 
Twin Cities Leather presents the biggest local 
leather weekend of the year. The Saloon will 
be transformed into a celebration of leather 
and kink expression, and will include kinky 
drag, leather demos, pup mosh and leather 
performances. 

www.twincitiesleather.com 


39th Annual Finlandia Ski Marathon 
Feb 19 ¢ Bemidji 

Attracting skiers from around the world, the 
Finlandia cross-country ski event has been 
held in Bemidji since 1982 and is often called 
the “The Nordic Festival of the North”. The 
event is open to skiers of all experience levels. 
www.visitbemidji.com 


For more events, check LavenderMagazine.com 
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Tsar Barber 
Traditional 
Men’s Barbering 


What to do this Winter? 
TREAT YOURSELF! 


Haircut, Hot Towel Shave, Facial Massage 


www.tsarbarber.com 
651 - 247 - 1755 


2028 Ford Parkway, St. Paul 55116 


Thomas Nguyen 
Branch Manager 
100 Bridgepoint Dr. Suite 190 LENDS! A RE 


South St. Paul, MN 55075 LONMLS #372991, LSM NMLS #4474 


DIRECT: 612-222-1333 


OFFICE:651-330-1653 Be Smart. 
FAX: 612-465-3235 Choose LendSmart. 


tnguyen@LendSmartMortgage.com 
www.lendsmartmortgage.com 


NMLS #372991 


АМ NUAL.. 
INID HE 


Sat., December 18, 2021 6 PM - 10 PM 
Marriott, 7025 Northland Dr. N., Brooklyn Park 


EQUALITY. 
ALWAYS. 


At Hyatt we care for people so they can be their best, 
that starts with building a culture that recognizes and 
appreciates the diversity of our guests and colleagues. 


Exclusively for Lavender readers, enjoy 25% off on 
overnight stays using corporate code 133843. 


For reservations, weddings and events, visit 
hyattregencyminneapolis.com 


HYATT REGENCY MINNEAPOLIS 
1300 Nicollet Mall HYATT 
Minneapolis, MN 55403 REGENCY 


The HYATT trademark and related marks are trademarks of Hyatt Corporation or its affiliates. 
©2015 Hyatt Corporation. All rights reserved, 
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Saint Croix State Park & the 
Parable of the Two Wolves 


BY ANDREW STARK | PHOTO BY DAWN MARSH 


DAY 1. NATURE 

Right away, we see a wolf at close range. 

Гуе just hopped in with Megan Johnsen, Minnesota State Parks and 
'Trails Exhibit Specialist, to explore her favorite hikes. And around two 
corners a gray wolf crosses the road like an apparition. Megan and I 
snap to attention. 

"You're good luck to me, Andrew,” she says. 

Тһе wolf is large, its tail lowered, one of 2,699 (--/- 700) in the state, 
according to a 2020 report by the Minnesota Department of Natural Re- 
sources. 1 

Two more corners and we slow to a stop for an ambivalent ruffed | 
grouse. He cocks his head in our direction, but crosses casually, an 
then stops altogether. We wait it out. Then, suddenly, he sprints into the 
Drüsh. 7 ge peer 
I will think about that wolf later, as I pitch my tent in nearby—and 
vacant tonight, amid the seasonal li П colors and ———— 


* E 
1 — | idm 


5 ' October, О 
M 


= _ per se, it's the coldest camping Гуе ever done. But winter is à popular 
ы * $ Saint Croix SP which offers 80 miles of impeccably groomed 

“Ж 6 trails, 11 miles of ski trails, camping for the intrepid (winter 
A Aw S can reach -16?), two modern guesthouses accommodating up to 
"174 __ 15 people, and an enclosed (and impossibly cozy and nostalgic) shelter 
d with two fireplaces. 

First stop: the 100-foot-tall fire tower built by the Civilian Conserva- 
tion Corps (CCC) back in 1937. As we climb, Megan tells the story of the 
park's family legacy. 
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In the early 1900s, Ed and Josie St. John lived and raised their family 
up on the bluffs of the Yellowbanks. In 1912, the U.S. government relo- 
cated the family to a reservation 220 miles north. 

A decade later, Ed and Josie's daughter Katie, longing for home, 
walked back to the Yellowbanks with her baby and two sons—all 220 
miles. 

Katie raised her family on the banks where her parents had raised 
her, and in much the same way—teaching her children to understand 
and appreciate the land and its gifts. Her sons John and Eugene, em- 
ployed by the American New Deal's Works Progress Administration 
(WPA), built the park's facilities. And, today, Katie's great-grandson 
Rick—the guy I'd told about the wolf—manages the park. 

This is all preserved on display at the park's Visitor Center in the 
main campground complex. 

Тһе fire tower is a major attraction at Saint Croix ӘР, but not for the 
faint of heart: While the view is spectacular—we can see for miles, col- 
umns of sun hitting the valley trees like floodlights—the climb leaves 
me winded. 

We linger for a while, and then it's off to the Kettle River Highbanks 
(an easy hike, and highly recommended) and, finally, the Kettle Over- 
look, where we hoof it down to a pebble beach on the riverbank. 

"This," Megan says, "is my favorite spot." 

And it's magical: totally silent but for the play of water and some 
echoic birdcalls high in the white and red pines. Megan and I spend 
most of the afternoon hiking around, talking about tree and plant spe- 
cies. The sun then dips below the yellow-leafed maples, and they look lit 
from within like Chinese lanterns. 

It's dark by the time I reach my site. I set up camp, build a fire— 
breathing into my hands, for warmth—and pour myself a drink in a 
wooden cup. Then, as has been my pattern lately, thoughts descend like 
a dropped brick. 

When you enter into a union with another person, they welcome you— 
emotionally, physically—and give you the most valuable thing they'll ever 
have in their life: time. What you do with that gift determines the quality 
of your character. 

What's wrong with you, anyway? You long for intimacy but fear it at the 
same time. You've held a normal life in your hand more than once, and 
you've crushed it like an egg. 

I shake my head. A great horned owl calls out from the frigid dark. 


DAY 2. PEOPLE 

I wake up to warbling Vs of sandhill cranes migrating south against 
a cloudless blue dome. 

'Then: quick and delicious breakfast at the packed-to-capacity Whistle 
Stop Café. Waitresses pirouette around each other in the compromised 
space behind the bar, where I'm sitting, and speak in shorthand with the 
line cooks. 

“All meat?" 

“АП meat, sub." 

Most of the customers order without referencing the menu, and ev- 
erybody seems to be on a first-name basis. 

“Good, how are you?" 

“Good, how are you?" 

“Good.” 

As I sign my check, one waitress sort of stumbles against me as the 
woman beside me grabs a napkin and wipes her whole face. 

Then it’s off to Pine City, where I meet up with Nick and Cassandra 
Olson at their family brewery, Three Twenty. We sit and chat for an hour, 
and I sample everything on the menu. The beer is exceptional—com- 
plex, multidimensional, delicious—and I’m even swayed by their sea- 
sonal Pumpkin Pie Eyed, a style I normally detest. But Three Twenty’s 
is perfectly spiced and balanced and incredible: the perfect fall beer. 


Continued on page 26 
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For lunch, I cross into Wisconsin and check 
out a recommendation: Danbury's Fish Bowl 
Bar & Grill. Most of the vehicles in the parking 
lot are side-by-side ATVs, and the rest аге mili- 
taristic pickups with side-by-side ATVs in their 
truck beds. Inside, the white noise of a football 
game. I sit with my back to a large-screen TV, 
which seems to freak everybody out. There are 
cookies in the salad bar. The burger I order is 
as big as my face, and almost as big as my en- 
tire head. Afterwards, I feel like curling up on 
floor and passing out. 

Тһеп I decide to check out Hinckley's 
Grand Casino, where I lose $40 in about six 
minutes. 

Back in Pine City, I stop into Froggy's Bar 
& Grill. I order a light domestic and sit. Even- 
tually, two drunk women and one especially 
drunk woman enter in a flourish. Shots. More 
shots. Then a song—AC/DC's “You Shook 
Me АП Night Long"—activates something in 
the especially drunk woman, and she starts to 
dance around the bar, orbiting into my personal 
space. Then Def Leppard's *Pour Some Sugar 
on Ме,” Whitesnake's “Неге I Go Again." АП 
the hits, unfortunately, and with each sub- 
sequent song the especially drunk woman 
dances ever more spastically, languid in a fitful 
way—like a whipped bed sheet. 

“Don’t you guys wanna dance?” she hollers, 


and grabs my shoulder. I look at her hand and 
it disappears. 

Back at Three Twenty, I order a Pumpkin 
Pie Eyed and sit on the patio. The sun is set- 
ting. I allow the conversations around me to 
settle into the background, just vowels, rising 
and falling like the sounds of nesting birds. 

Тһе entrance to Saint Croix SP looks vague- 
ly Floridian, and most leaves remaining on the 
stunted trees have dried to the color of old 
blood, brittle, about to drop, drawing into them- 
selves like so many cupped hands. The ashen 
sky is slashed neon to the west—electric, oth- 
erworldly in all this oceanic gray, a glimpse of 
Heaven's subtropical tip. 

There are some other campers scattered 
around tonight, and as I build a fire I find their 
distant peals of laughter comforting. This 
sense of comfort eventually warps into loneli- 
ness, and, rather than sit with it, I hop into my 
car and drive to the point where I know I have 
cell service. I call my parents, and my father 
answers. 

"What's up," he says. He's eating some- 
thing. 

"Is mom around?" 

"She's at your sister’s.” 

I pause. I can hear Fox News in the back- 
ground. 

He clears his throat. “What’s up." 


Iwantto ask, ^Was your father present? Was 
he affectionate? Engaged? Did he encourage 
you? Or was he, too, violent? What kind of man 
did you want to be? What kind of father? What 
happened to you?" But I just sit and gaze into 
the 160-foot world created by my headlights' 
pale sweep, the patchwork of fallen leaves on 
the road, listening to my father chew. 

“САП your mother tomorrow," he says, and 
hangs up. 

I blink, the phone held to my ear. I wish 
yesterday's wolf would wander into that pale 
sweep before me. Га get out, cooing and click- 
ing my tongue, and open the back door. He'd 
hop in, my car beveling under his weight, and 
make himself comfortable among the blankets. 
Га roll him over and rub his belly. Га kiss his 
forehead, and he'd lick my face, tentatively. 
'Then we'd drive into town, where I'd feed him 
hotdogs and tacos—superprocessed foods so 
rich and caloric his brain would light up, and 
another reality would open its door. Then, one 
wolf becomes the other: craving junk, self-de- 
struction, his warrior's spirit swaddled beneath 
layers of domestic fat. Not only would he never 
want to leave, he wouldn't even know where to 
go. 

And that wolf would keep me company, for- 
ever. ll 
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Also, the Birthplace of Minnesota offers a 
kaleidoscope of year-round activities. 

Тһе only conceivable problem with visiting 
Stillwater is editing your itinerary into a man- 
ageable weekend—there's too much to see and 
do. I visit on a Thursday in late October. It's the 
perfect fall day: chilly, sunny, trees on the Wis- 
consin side of the St. Croix crowding around 
Houlton like a flannel blanket. The breezy 
20-minute drive from Saint Paul is even quicker 
than I remember. 

First stop: Bundle up and hoof it across the 
historic lift bridge, make landfall in Wiscon- 
sin about a thousand feet away, double back. 
Тһе bridge was constructed back in 1931, 
with various rehabilitation projects spanning 
the 2000s. It’s an easy walk, with dramatic 
360? views. Back in Minnesota, I take a lei- 
surely stroll along the Stillwater riverfront. As 
Iobserve downtown and the gorgeous historic 
homes climbing the bluffs beyond—the spires 
and copulas, the decorative friezes and pedi- 
ments—certain abstractions sort of ricochet 
inside my head: fairytale, storybook, postcard, 
romantic. But timeless, really, is the fixed vari- 
able here. 

These qualities are some of Stillwater’s 
most compelling draws, or, according to Chris- 
tie Rosckes, Marketing Director for Discover 
Stillwater, “the beauty and feeling that you’re 
a world away when you're only 30 minutes 
from Minneapolis. Of course, exploring your 
way through Main Street’s culinary scene is 
a major draw as well. We have so much to eat 
and drink with our 20+ locally owned establish- 
ments—from ice cream shops to new distill- 
eries to fabulous patios to fine restaurants and 
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STILLWATER 


fun nightlife.” 

She adds: “Its no surprise that Stillwater 
was named one of the 10 Best Small Town Food 
Scenes in the country by USA Today Travel.” 

There’s a dreamlike quality to this place; 
not so much that time seems to stand still, but 
that it ceases to exist. 

I decide on lunch at Stillwater Proper, the 
latest homerun project from Joe Ehlenz and 
Brad Nordeen—the powerhouse team behind 
favorites like Lolo American Kitchen and Lo- 
lito Cantina. The space is modern and wel- 
coming, with high ceilings crisscrossed with 
enormous wooden beams. I post up at the zinc 
island bar/open kitchen, compliment one bar- 


tender’s Crystal Castles t-shirt, and order the 
Seared Ahi (togarashi, pickled vegetable, chile 
mayo) and a Mr. Miller (barreled gin, absinthe, 
lemon, maraschino, dry vermouth—from the 
menu's “Spirit Forward, experienced drinker” 
section). 

Stillwater is not just known for its antiques, 
it's “been the place to go in the upper Midwest 
since the big boom of the late 706 and early 
7806,” says Rosckes. “Stillwater still has the 
largest antique mall in the Midwest with 30,000 
square feet of space at Midtown Antiques," a 
veritable fortress of nostalgia. But I decide 
to skip out on the antiques (remember Still- 
waters only conceivable problem?) because 
there's just no time (though I do take a spin 
through Black Letter Books, and it's dazzling). 
Besides, I want to experience this place like a 
real local might: explore the older bars, walk 
around, just be. 

I check in at Hotel Crosby, a gem of a bou- 
tique hotel overlooking Main Street. The vibe 
at the Crosby sits at the intersection of clas- 
sic (think supple leather and woodsmoke and 
whiskey—lots of whiskey; Matchstick, the lob- 
by restaurant (and major local favorite) stocks 
more than 2,000 bottles of rare spirits) and hy- 
per-modern (Edison bulbs, super-streamlined 
rooftop patio with enormous hot tub, all clean 
lines and Mid-century everything) with a wink 
and a nod to Stillwater's lumber-baron past. 
Also, the entire staff is friendly and attentive, 
rounding out the entire wonderful experience. 

In regards to Stillwater's nationally lauded 
culinary scene: My advice is to try small plates 
like appetizers at as many spots as you can 
muster, throughout your time here. Each res- 
taurant is an experience in itself, and the 1,500 
feet between both boutique hotels flanking 
Main Street (Crosby and Lora) is an exciting 
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and impossibly delicious journey into local cui- 
sine. 

Local is the operative word. You won't find 
any chains down here along the river, only art- 
ful and artisanal victuals aplenty. 

What next? Quick Old Fashioned at Match- 
stick (perfectly spiced, mellow, haunting) and I 
want to run from place to place, tearing down 
Main Street to beat the hours I thought had 
ground to a halt. 

Quick IPA at Feller, outside around the gas 
firepit where people-watching is an art form, 
where I have a pleasant (brief) conversation 
with a suburban mom from Wayzata. Then a 
double-quick swing into Whitey's, a downtown 
treasure that reminds me of home—just to see 
these places, to absorb the experience. I wish 
Td heeded my own advice about the culinary 
journey down Main, but I’m not hungry and 
Im low on time (I still have a haunted history 
tour to catch, plus axe throwing at the Lum- 
berjack), wishing I could stop into No Neck 
Tony’s for an award-winning Bloody and some 
skee-ball, then Tilted Tiki for some Loaded 
Luau Fries (w/homemade pineapple pico) and 
a Zombie (spicy, rummy, “STRONG and deli- 
cious"). Christie Rosckes was kind enough to 
curate a detailed itinerary—she's as excited 
about Stillwater as I am—but I'm just one man! 
I wish I could divide my consciousness—one of 
me bucking up and hiking the 5.9-mile Brown's 
Creek State Trail, another swirling some 2015 
Nebbiolo at Domacin or knocking back some 
hazy IPAs at Lift Bridge Brewing and/or Maple 
Island, and yet another kicking back and enjoy- 
ing my suite back at the Crosby while the rest 
of us put in the legwork. Everything is literally 
within a stone's throw of everything else. 

But that's a lie: Outlying dining destinations 
beyond the sentinel boutique hotels are versa- 
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tile and not to be missed (despite my missing 
them), including Gasthaus Bavarian Hunter 
up on Lofton (think Jagerschnitzel and fine pil- 
sners), Patriots Tavern on New England Place 
(elevated pub fare, wood-fired pizza), Oasis 
Café just south of downtown proper (breakfast 
classics), and others. Again, I’m only one man. 
However, with Stillwater being so close to the 


Twin Cities, it’s an easy daytrip or date night to 
check out any spot in town. 

In the warmer months of spring and sum- 
mer, the bike trails sing with visitors, there are 
walking tours, there’s golf, camping, and too 
many other activities and events to list. Fall of 
fers some of the most eye-popping leaf-peeping 
in the state. In the wintertime, Stillwater glit- 
ters like a shaken snow globe—it’s impossibly 
romantic—and it’s all horse-drawn carriage 
rides and fat tire biking and frozen bocce ball, 
before hunkering around a fire in any number 
of the coziest atmospheres imaginable. 

“Wintertime in Stillwater is glimmering 
with charm,” says Rosckes. “I love the feeling 
of shopping during the holiday season with 
Victorian-dressed carolers roaming the res- 
taurants and shops. The new lights displays 
downtown and the lit-up historic lift bridge are 
so festive, and come January when the Ice Pal- 
ace and riverside ice skating rink open up, it's a 
winter wonderland. There are new events too, 
like boot hockey, curling and an annual World 
Snow Sculpting Competition coming January 
18th - 23rd." 

In the end, I don't have the editorial real 
estate to do Stillwater justice. I could write a 
book on the place, and perhaps I will. But, for 
now, this has been a snapshot of my time there, 
however brief. ll 
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Stings Like the Dickens 
A Local League Perfects the Art of Dodging 


BY TERRANCE GRIEP 


"Some people fear the game, because it involves being hit with a fast- 
flying ball," the Commissioner acknowledges. “Ав a young kid playing 
during school recess, this might have been a traumatic experience. Even 
as an adult, it's an acquired taste." 

Happily, the feared game has nothing to do with such playground 
horrors as unpocketed frogs or strategically placed firecrackers or even 
South Korean squids—no, the feared game is dodgeball, but not to wor- 
ry: the "acquired taste" referenced above is purely metaphorical, at least 
in this instance, as the uniquely echoing, Godzilla-sized clown nose that 
defines the sport should never be near any given player's pie hole. “We 
use a soft rubber ball, and throwing at a person's face is not allowed 
under any circumstances,” the Commissioner assures. “Players caught 
‘headhunting’ are removed from the game." 

Тһе Commissioner is Ore Lindenfeld, board member of Stonewall 
Sports Minneapolis and possessor of the most Minnesotan name this 
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side of Ole and Lena. “Stonewall Sports Minneapolis was created and is 
intended to provide a safe space for LGBTQ+ people in the Greater Twin 
Cities area to have fun and be themselves," says Lindenfeld. *However, 
we are not exclusively ап LGBTQ+ league. We do not discriminate, and 
we do not tolerate discrimination. The league is open to people of every 
race or ethnicity, gender identity, sexual orientation and age, so long as 
they agree to respect one another." 

'The Minneapolis chapter is one of two dozen urban manifestations 
of the national Stonewall Sports. “Stonewall Sports is an LGBTQ & Ally 
community-based, non-profit sports organization founded in 2010 that 
strives to raise funds for local non-profit organizations," the national 
club's website pronounces. “Our league values each player for who they 
are and what they bring to the league's community." 

Stonewall Sports’ dodgeball is considerably less sadistic than in- 
trusive recess memories might dictate: two teams employ six rubber 


ТТІ ЕТІП 


balls; each member (eventually) throws one (or more) at an opposing 
team player, hoping to strike and jail said opponent—but in doing so, the 
thrower runs the risk of said player catching the offender's throw, elimi- 
nating the aspiring eliminator. It's kill or be killed, plain and simple, only 
without the killing. Catalogs the Commissioner, *Our dodgeball league 
consists of players who are doctors, lawyers, professors, accountants, 
first responders, front line service workers, and so many other profes- 
sionals who are looking to take a break from their busy lives and have 
some fun!" 

That fun manifests even before the players take the court. “We have 
some very creative captains and co-captains,” Lindenfeld notes. “Each 
team gets to select its own name, and I would love to be a fly on the wall 
to hear those conversations. I love all the puns and innuendos, and every 
season I look forward to seeing the new names.” Players sproinged into 
dodgeball jail might take some consolation from being sent there by a 
member of Drop Dodge Gorgeous, Blue Ballers, One Dodge Wonders, 
Ball Me Maybe, or Not in the Face. 

Just as it precedes a player’s time on the court, that sense of fun can 
follow the player away from the game as well. “Joining Stonewall Sports 
Minneapolis helped me meet so many great friends, which is something 
I want for everybody,” says Lindenfeld. “It can be a great opportunity to 
network with a diverse group of people for whatever reason suites you.” 

Of course, the realities of a persisting pandemic dim an uncritical 
sense of diversion on the dodgeball court. “We take the health and safety 
of all our players very seriously,” Lindenfeld insists. “We have been eval- 
uating guidance from the CDC, health authorities, local officials, and our 
sports venues to make informed decisions on how we move forward with 
current and upcoming seasons.” 

Such an excursion may even replace half-traumatic childhood memo- 


ries with wholly pleasant adult ones. “Many people remember playing 
dodgeball as a kid,” the Commissioner concludes. “They don’t know that 
adult leagues exist, so they still view it as a kids’ game. Let’s give kids 
some credit; they know how to have fun! We’re keeping the fun alive for 
adults." | 


www.stonewallsports.leagueapps.com 
www.stonewallminneapolis.leagueapps.com/pages/dodgeball 
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Nothing to Hide 
LGBTQ Archives Allow Visitors To Study 
Whats In Plain Sight 


BY TERRANCE GRIEP 


If you're a reader of a certain vintage, 
you might remember a series of game books 
wherein the main character was, well, you. 
You—in the guise of astronaut or archaeolo- 
gist, cowboy or mountain climber, rock star 
or movie star, submariner or hot air balloon pi- 
lot—interacted with the (paper) pages, engag- 
ing in a journey of transformation that would 
nudge and cajole you through various road- 
forks—“If you want to duck into the secret pas- 
sage, jump to Page 23!”—which culminated іп 
опе of several possible endings. “Your choice 
may lead to success or disaster" you were 
helpfully advised. 

If you are such a you, you might find your- 
self recalling your own personal history when 
you jump to “In Plain Sight,” an exhibition that 
makes current crucial chronicled LGBTQ ac- 
complishments. Like those hard copy adven- 
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tures of the analogue age, the visitor's choices profoundly affect the 
experience. Unlike those hard copy adventures of yore, the interaction 
between presentation and presentee enjoys the benefit of being rooted in 
reality—the part of reality that's already happened, anyway. This virtual 
experience's title usually refers to people who are hiding, but this display 
showcases queer heroes who, over the years, have engaged in hiding's 
opposite, often paying a hefty personal price to do so. 

This celebration of the past has been thrust into our particular pres- 
ent by the Stonewall National Museum and Archives, which describes 
itself as “опе of the largest LGBTQ archives and libraries in the United 
States." "In Plain Sight" has debuted thusly by design: October is LG- 
BTQ history month, thanks to that month's association with National 
Coming Out Day, Spirit Day, and 1979's first march on Washington, D.C., 
for "Lesbian and Gay Rights." Ending with a holiday where everyone 
gets to dress up is just a happy coincidence. 

This historic homage—based out of Fort Launderette, FL—can be 
accessed via touchscreen by Sunshine State locals; for those of us based 
up north, the Internet can also provide a satisfying (and free) alternative. 
Тһе e-exhibit, subtitled “LGBTQ Journeys Into Transformation," has 
parsed the past into 10 overarching categories: AIDS/HIV, Arts, Busi- 
ness, Film/TV, Literature, Memorials, Milestones, Music, Sports, and 
Theatre/Dance. 

Each of these groupings is a portal through which the historically cu- 
rious can jump to over 800 high-resolution entries carefully crafted and 
collated by the Museum’s dedicated chroniclers. “Far more than an in- 
teractive display, the team designed an engaging curriculum that proves 
in-depth education and opportunities to interact with existing material 
from the archival collection available at the museum,” promises Stone- 
wall’s press release. “The goal is to provide an interactive discussion that 


enhances the learning experience of our history.” 

Once you've returned to the present from your choose-your-own-ad- 
ventures of the past, perhaps, transformed by your experience, the next 
bit of LGBTQ history will be made by you. E 
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With 2021 mostly in the rearview mirror, and with 2022 approaching, 
Td like to begin this column with a memory of the road trips of my child- 
hood—the kind of road trips that, because of COVID, I haven't been able 
to take for the last two years. 

Iremember, when I was young, the thrill of setting out on a family car 
trip to visit grandparents on the east coast. The back seat of the station 
wagon was folded down and the whole back area was covered with quilts. 
That’s where we kids spent the trip—napping, snacking, sightseeing. 

However, the back of the car eventually felt confining. The trip out 
east took three days, and by day three I was asking, “Are we there yet?" 
“When will we be there?" “How much longer?" I wanted to be done with 
the "getting there" portion ofthe trip. I wanted to be able to move around 
freely, rather than feel trapped in the back of the station wagon. 

'The above memory seems like a good metaphor for what we've all 
been through during the last 21 months. We've been trapped and con- 
fined, at least psychologically and often physically. We have wanted to 
get out, but it hasn't been safe. We have asked, “When will things get 
back to normal”—which is a variation of my childhood question, “When 
will we be there?" 

With my childhood car trips the destination was known and the ar- 
rival time could be estimated. With the pandemic, at this point, we don't 
know when we'll *be there"—"there" being normal life, life as it was 
before the pandemic. The destination and the estimated time of arrival 
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Are We There Yet? 


BY STEVE LENIUS 


keep changing. A viral mutation, a new variant, another wave of infec- 
tions, and our destination of “normal” is suddenly pushed farther down 
the road. 

But if our idea of arriving at “normal” and being able to say we're 
“finally there" means, for example, “going back to the office" as if noth- 
ing had happened, or partying like it's 2019, or holding events like it's 
2019—for many people, that's not going to work. It's not 2019 anymore. 
It's soon to be 2022. Time moves forward. It doesn't move backward. 

'To just go back to the way we've always done things, the way we did 
them in 2019, is to ignore the past two years and the dislocation that was, 
and continues to be, forced upon us by the pandemic. The experience 
of going through the pandemic has changed us—and, by extension, has 
changed our community. 

Wrenching events have a way of profoundly changing people. Many 
people who lived through the depression of the 1930s never trusted 
banks again, and also often became loathe to dispose of anything be- 
cause “we might need it someday.” People who go to war and survive— 
whether WWI, WWII, Korea, Vietnam, or any more recent war—come 
out of the experience changed. (In the same way that some soldiers suf- 
fer from PTSD, I wonder whether some of us will suffer from COVID- 
induced PTSD.) 

More recently, the golden decade between the Stonewall rebellion 
and the beginning of the AIDS epidemic could be seen as the gay male 


community's version of the “Roaring 20s,” and the AIDS crisis was our 
community's version of the Great Depression of the 1930s. Many people 
who lived through the AIDS crisis, whether or not they were infected 
with HIV, approached intimacy differently—perhaps more soberly— 
than the way they approached intimacy in the AIDS “before times." 

AIDS also drastically changed the focus of the gay and lesbian com- 
munities. AIDS even changed leather contests, transforming the role of 
leather titleholders from "king of the party" into community leaders and 
representatives involved in political action and fundraising. 

So when the COVID pandemic finally ebbs, we shouldn't just go back 
to doing what we used to do, the way we used to do it. That likely won't 
work, and certainly won't work optimally. It also won't work very well for 
us if we spend time bemoaning the fact that we can't go back to the way 
things were. 

Instead we, individually and as a community, can embrace the chang- 
es brought about by the pandemic. We can see the experience of coming 
out of the pandemic as a rare opportunity to make some changes, to 
make some different choices, and to hit the reset button on things that 
weren't working before. 

At this point let me introduce the person who inspired many of the 
thoughts I have shared above: Priya Parker, author of The Art of Gather- 
ing: How We Meet and Why it Matters (Riverhead Books, 2018). Parker 
has thought—a lot—about how and why groups of people gather, and 
how we can make our gatherings better and more satisfying. (The pa- 
perback version of this book was published just as the COVID pandemic 
was getting underway and gatherings were primarily forbidden, which 
Parker says was “awkward.”) 

Parker calls this moment in history, as we look forward to the ebbing 
of the COVID pandemic, a "threshold moment." In a New York Times 
article (published Aug. 20, 2021) about the question of “when should 
we go back to the office,” Parker offers the opinion that this is asking 
the wrong question. Instead, she suggests we ask ourselves four other, 
deeper questions that can help us point a way forward: 

1. “What did you long for when we couldn’t physically meet?” 

2. “What did you not miss and are ready to discard?” 

3. “What forms of meeting did you invent during the pandemic out of 
necessity that, surprisingly, worked?” 

4. “What might we experiment with now?" 

This episode of the Leather Life column was prompted by a discus- 
sion I heard between Parker and Krista Tippett on Tippett's “Ол Being" 
radio show of Sept. 30, 2021. (This episode is also available as a podcast 
at <onbeing.org>—search for “Priya Parker") During this discussion 
Parker said the above four questions apply not only to work gatherings 
and the question of when to go back to the office—they can be applied 
to anything. I would submit that these questions could profitably be ap- 
plied to the leather/BDSM/fetish community, our many organizations 
and events, and all the things we haven't been able to do for the last 21 
months. 

'To return to my road-trip example at the beginning of this column: 
Asking "Are we there yet?" as we wait for the COVID pandemic to ebb is 
the wrong question. It would be better to ask, “Where do we want to go, 
and how do we want to get there?" 

Whenever the pandemic ebbs, and we start thinking about a "return 
to normal," I hope we don't just return to normal. I hope we put more 
thought into our restarting and resetting process, both individually and 
as a community. 

I will let Parker have the last word. Speaking of “threshold moments," 
she ended the above-mentioned New York Times article with the follow- 
ing: “We have an unusual moment to experiment . . . These moments 
don't come along often and don't stay open long. Let's seize this occasion 
to reinvent." ll 
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Author of The Floating Feldmans 
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PENELOPIAD 


REPRIEVE 


dames Han.Mattson 


The Aeneid 
Vergil translated by Shadi Bartsch 
Modern Library? 
$18 

Shadi Bartsch presents an Aeneid resuscitated 
and brought to life from Latin II. Like Emiy Wilson’s 
2017 Odyssey, Bartsch has taken care to hew to the 
pace of the original, yet giving a line-by-line transla- 
tion. In Virgil’s day, readers thought Aeneas was a 
Trojan traitor; Virgil, composing under the Emperor 
Augustus between 29-19 BC, transformed Aeneas, 
traitorous refugee to a conquering hero, simultane- 
ously presenting Imperial Rome’s sprawling, con- 
suming empire as a just and noble endeavor, not 
so far removed from today’s political scene as one 
might think. Bartsch’s introduction, like her Aeneid, 
is informative and a good read to boot. 


Last Summer at the Golden Hotel 
Elyssa Friedland 
Berkeley 
$16 

Benny Goldman and Amos Weingold were Da- 
mon and Pythias even as kids on the Lower East 
side. They risked all to achieve their dream, build- 
ing the Golden Hotel, a Catskill mecca for over half a 
century. But time conquers all; as now the two fami- 
lies (a cast of 14) gather to discuss its sale. Thirteen, 
actually: Benny is dead and more fabric than the 
aging curtains is fraying. Jail looms for one; a grand- 
son’s gay. Had Benny been skimming? Fraught and 
funny, this nostalgic romp is a hit. 


The Penelopiad 
Margaret Atwood 
Canongate 
$14 

Not new, but a wry, thoughtful read that reso- 
nates with Maria Tatar’s book reviewed here. Known 
particularly for The Handmaid's Tale, Margaret At- 
wood gives Penelope's side of the story of the 20 
years husband Odysseus slouched his way home 
from the ruins of Troy while she, a 15-year-old bride, 
as well as cousin of feckless Helen, devourer of com- 
pliments and men, bore her master's son, Telema- 
chus, wept, yearned, and at war's end, began to fend 
off would-be suitors, those gluttonous, dark-winged 
raptors stripping the wealth from Odysseus's land 
and larders. There is a chorus of 12 hanged slave 
maidens used as spies to bring her news, of whose 
deaths Penelope herself was not untainted. More 
than weep, Penelope gains agency through her 
weaving, done and undone to keep the swains at bay. 
What weapons does a housebound heroine have? 


Reprieve 
James Han Mattson 
William Morrow 
$27.99 

Just how far will our love of horror lead us? How 
far our entanglements in an unreciprocated love? 
How dead are we to our slights to others while in- 
ternalizing every real or imagined barb directed at 
us? Mattson has crafted a page-turner that holds 
up a mirror—what do you see? Lovesick Thai stu- 
dent Jaidee Charoensuk follows an American high 
school teacher to Lincoln, Nebraska; Kendra Brown 
is wrenched from her horror-loving boyfriend to live 
with her aunt in Lincoln, a lonely black presence in 
school; tillnow successful Leonard Grandton squan- 
ders all for love. All end entangled in the full-contact 
haunted Quigley House, contest, played on puppet- 
strings by Quigley House horror-master John For- 
rester. Й 
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he Newest Pickup Trucks 
Are Now Much Smaller 


BY RANDY STERN 


Now that pickup trucks have grown larger, 
perhaps it’s time for some of these workhorses 
to shrink down to size. 

It has been a very long time since we've seen 
pickup trucks small enough to live in the city. 
While they can still carry the load, they can also 
park on the streets of Minneapolis’ North Loop 
or along Grand Avenue in St. Paul. They can 
also work the fields in our rural communities 
and bring them to market, too! 

For 2022, two new small pickup trucks are 
now available to us: The Ford Maverick and the 
Hyundai Santa Cruz. 

There are a few twists to these two new 
small pickups. One, both vehicles were devel- 
oped from SUVs and crossovers. The Santa 
Cruz started out as a Hyundai Tucson, while 
the Maverick was born from the Ford Bronco 
Sport, which in turn was developed from the 
Escape. Unlike most pickup trucks sold in this 
country, both the Ford and Hyundai are pro- 
duced on unibody platforms. 

The next twist comes from the marketing 
departments of these two brands. Ford has no 
qualms calling their Maverick a pickup truck. 
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æ Roering Auto Body - Woman Owned 
P (7 dmm, ы 90 Dale St N, St Paul 55102 
651-221-0919 
All Are Welcome! C— www.roeringautobody.com 
Celebrate Christmas Eve Жо» Ч, ; We Take Care of you and your vehicle 


with Plymouth 


Christmas Eve 
5 p.m. Family Service 
8 p.m. and 11 p.m. 


f Lavender Magazine “lavmag · Jul 10 
Online at Plymouth.org Our canine companions enjoy eating outdoors too, so why bother 
P leaving them behind? ow.ly/Ps1jo (by @ShLueck) 
Or in-person 


1900 Nicollet Ave | 


Е Lavender Magazine ĉlavmag - Jul 10 
i 1 Lui] More and more people are traveling with pets, and @commonshotel is 
Minneapolis, MN 95403 ahead of the curve on this one. ow.ly/Ps0Xj (by @ShLueck) 


1 


| РІ mo l th Lavender Magazine “lavmag - Jul 10 
UAI it's time to hit the patio! Have you heard of these new outdoor hot 
spots? ow.ly/PsOGe (by @JoyEstelle) 


CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 1 


JOIN US AT 


4PM, 7PM, 1OPM 
6 dÜPad Ve 


IN-PERSON or | GET-O UT-AND-GO 


ONLINE AT 
haumc.org 


зей ыас xi 
21 1st St. NW, Osseo, MN 55369 
. 
763.425.2178 • www.HeinenMotorSports.com 

PIONEER 1000-5 I5 ONLY FOR DRIVERS 16 YEARS AND OLDER. MULTI-PURPOSE UTILITY VEHICLES 

(SIDE-BY-SIDES) CAN BE HAZARDOUS TO OPERATE. FOR YOUR SAFETY, DRIVE RESPONSIBLY. ALWAYS WEAR A HELMET, EYE 
PROTECTION AND APPROPRIATE CLOTHING. ALWAYS WEAR YOUR SEAT BELT, AND KEEP THE SIDE NETS AND DOORS CLOSED. 
AVOID EXCESSIVE SPEEDS AND BE CAREFUL ON DIFFICULT TERRAIN. ALL MUV DRIVERS SHOULD WATCH THE SAFETY VIDEO 
"MULTIPURPOSE UTILITY VEHICLES: A GUIDE TO SAFE OPERATION" AND READ THE OWNER'S MANUAL BEFORE OPERATING THE 
VEHICLE. NEVER DRIVE AFTER CONSUMING DRUGS OR ALCOHOL, OR ON PUBLIC ROADS. DRIVER AND PASSENGERS MUST BE 
TALL ENOUGH FOR SEAT BELT TO FIT PROPERLY AND TO BRACE THEMSELVES WITH BOTH FEET FIRMLY ON THE FLOOR. 
PASSENGER MUST BE ABLE TO GRASP THE HAND HOLD WITH THE SEAT BELT ON AND BOTH FEET ON THE FLOOR. RESPECT THE 
ENVIRONMENT WHEN DRIVING. Ріопеег® is a registered trademark of Honda Motor Co, Ltd. 62020 American Honda Motor Co, Inc. (7/20) 
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Community Connection brings 
visibility to local LGBTQ-friendly non- 
profit organizations. To reserve your 
listing in Community Connection, 
call 612-436-4698 or email 
advertising@lavendermagazine.com. 


ADOPTION & FOSTER CARE 
MN ADOPT 

Finding families and providing information, 
education, and support to Minnesota 
Adoptive, Foster and Kinship communities. 
2446 University Ave. W., Ste. 104 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

(612) 861-7115, (866) 303-6276 
info@mnadopt.org 

www.mnadopt.org 


ANIMAL RESCUE 

Second Chance Animal Rescue 
Dedicated to rescuing, fostering, caring 
for, and adopting out dogs and cats into 
forever homes. 

P.O. Box 10533 

White Bear Lake, MN 55110 

(651) 771-5662 
www.secondchancerescue.org 


BUSINESS ASSOCIATIONS 
Quorum 

Minnesota's LGBTQ+ and Allied 
Chamber of Commerce working to 
build, connect, and strengthen for a 
diverse business community. 

310 E. 38th St., Ste 209 

Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 460-8153 
www.twincitiesquorum.com 


CASINOS 

Mystic Lake Casino Hotel 

Nonstop gaming excitement with 
slots, blackjack, bingo and more plus 
distinctive bars and restaurants. 

2400 Mystic Lake Blvd. 

Prior Lake, MN 55372 

(800) 262-7799 

www.mysticlake.com 


COLLEGES, SCHOOLS, 
UNIVERSITIES 


Metropolitan State University 

The Twin Cities only public, urban 
comprehensive university. Take your next 
step with us! 

700 E. 7th St. 

St. Paul, MN 55106 

(651) 793-1300 

www.metrostate.edu 


EDUCATION 

Northwestern Health Sciences 
University 

Natural healthcare degrees and 
certificates in acupuncture/Chinese 
Medicine, chiropractic, message therapy, 
and B.S. completion. 

2501 W. 84th St. 

Bloomington, MN 55431-1599 

(952) 885-5409 

www.nwhealth.edu 


40 LAVENDER DECEMBER 16-29 2021 


COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


EVENT VENUES 

Landmark Center 

A classic venue, with a grand cortile and 
beautiful courtrooms, accommodates 
celebrations of all sizes. 

75 W. Sth St. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 

(651) 292-3228 
www.landmarkcenter.org 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 

The Aliveness Project 

Community Center for individuals living 
with HIV/AIDS — on-site meals, food shelf, 
and supportive services. 

3808 Nicollet Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 824-LIFE (5433) 

www.aliveness.org 


Family Tree Clinic 
We're a sliding fee clinic that also 


accepts insurance & assistance programs. 


Be healthy. Be you! 
1619 Dayton Ave. 
St. Paul, MN 55104 
(651) 645-0478 
www.familytreeclinic.org 


Hope House of St. Croix Valley 
Providing people experiencing life- 
changing health challenges access to 
compassionate care respecting their 
dignity & choices. 

5 N. Everett St. 

Stillwater, MN 55082 

651) 351-0907 
www.hopehousescv.org 


NAMI Minnesota 

National Alliance on Mental Illness) 
Providing free classes and peer support 
groups for people affected by mental 
illnesses. 

800 Transfer Rd. #31 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

651) 645-2948 

www.namihelps.org 


Rainbow Health Minnesota 

Rainbow Health provides comprehensive 
health services for LGBTQ+ people, 
people living with HIV, and folks from 
underserved communities. 

2700 Territorial Rd. W. 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

General: (612) 341-2060 

MN AlDSLine: (612) 373-2437 
www.rainbowhealth.org 


MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS 
Radio K 

Radio K is the award-winning student- 

run radio station of the University of 
Minnesota. 

330 21st. Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 625-3500 

www.radiok.org 


MUSEUM 

Minnesota Historical Society 
Create your own adventure at MNHS 
historic sites and museums around 
Minnesota. 

mnhs.org 


The Museum of Russian Art 

Explore Russian art, music & culture 
through exhibitions & live events. The only 
one of its kind in the U.S. 

5500 Stevens Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55419 

(612) 821-9045 

www.tmora.org 


PERFORMING ARTS 
Chanhassen Dinner Theaters 

he nation's largest professional 
dinner theater and Minnesota's own 
entertainment destination. 

501 W. 78th St. 

Chanhassen, MN 55317 

952) 934-1525 
www.ChanhassenDT.com 


The Cowles Center for Dance & the 
Performing Arts 

he Cowles Center is a catalyst for the 
creation, performance, education and 
celebration of dance. 

528 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis MN 55403 

612) 206-3600 
www.thecowlescenter.org 


Lyric Arts Main Street Stage 

heater with character. Comedies, 
musicals, & dramas in a professional, 
intimate setting where all are welcomed. 
420 E. Main St. 

Anoka, MN 55303 

(763) 422-1838 

infoGlyricarts.org 

www.lyricarts.org 


Minnesota Dance Theatre 
Presenting masterful and inspiring dance 
through performance and education 
since 1962. 

528 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 338-0627 

www.mndance.org 


Minnesota Opera 

World-class opera draws you into a 
synthesis of beauty; breathtaking music, 
stunning costumes & extraordinary sets. 
Performances at the Ordway Music 
heater - 345 Washington St., St. Paul, MN 
55102 

612) 333-6669 

www.mnopera.org 


Minnesota Orchestra 

Led by Music Director Osmo Vänskä, the 
Minnesota Orchestra, one of America’s 
leading symphony orchestras. 

111 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

612) 371-5656, (800) 292-4141 
www.minnesotaorchestra.org 


The Cowles Center for Dance & the 
Performing Arts 

he Cowles Center is a catalyst for the 
creation, performance, education and 
celebration of dance. 

528 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis MN 55403 

(612) 206-3600 

www.thecowlescenter.org 


Twin Cities Gay Men's Chorus 
An award-winning chorus building 
community through music and offers 
entertainment worth coming out for! 
528 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55402 

612) 339-SONG (7664) 
chorus@tcgmc.org 

www.tcgmc.org 


Zephyr Theatre 

he Zephyr Theatre presents a unique 
experience through professional 
heatrical, musical, and educational 
events. 

601 Main St. N. 

Stillwater, MN 55082 

651) 571-2444 
www.stillwaterzephyrtheatre.org 


REAL ESTATE 

LGBTQ+ Real Estate Alliance 

The premier LGBTQ+ professional 
organization for real estate and housing 
professionals. "Advocate. Elevate. 
Celebrate." 

P.O. Box 18491 

St. Paul, MN 55118 
www.realestatealliance.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 
Hennepin Avenue United Methodist 
Church 

Everyone is welcome at Hennepin 
Church! Vibrant Worship. Authentic 
Community. Bold Outreach. 

511 Groveland Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-5303 

www.hennepinchurch.org 


Plymouth Congregational Church 
Many Hearts, One Song; Many Hands, One 
Church. Find us on Facebook and Twitter. 
1900 Nicollet Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 871-7400 

www.plymouth.org 


Westminster Presbyterian Church 

An open and affirming congregation, 
welcoming persons of all sexual orientations, 
gender expressions and identities. 

1200 Marquette Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 332-3421 

www.westminstermpls.org 


SOCIAL SERVICES 

Children's Home & 155 

Proudly serving ALL children and families 
through foster care, adoption & post- 
adoption services. 

1605 Eustis St. 

St. Paul, MN 55108 

(651) 646-7771 

welcome@chlss.org 

www.chlss.org 


VOLUNTEERISM 

Gay 4 Good 

LGBTQ organization making positive impact 
on our greater community. Volunteering for 
social & environmental causes. 

(562) 684-8210 

www.gayforgood.org 


YOUTH 

Face to Face 

Supports youth ages 11 to 24 with health 
care, mental health services, and basic 
needs services for youth experiencing 
homelessness. 

1165 Arcade St. 

St. Paul, MN 55106 

(651) 772-5555 

admin@face2face.org 
www.face2face.org 


The Bridge for Youth 

Emergency shelter, crisis intervention, and 
resources for youth currently or at risk of 
experiencing homelessness. 

1111 W. 22nd St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 377-8800 or text (612) 400-7233 
www.bridgeforyouth.org 


THE NETWORK 


AUTO REPAIR & SERVICE HOME SERVICES 


Family Owned & t В 
Operated Since 1950 Minnesota's Plumbing 


& HVAC Contractors 


p _ 


(HAGENS 2222. 


Estimates 7am-5pm • All Insurance Accepted 
Lifetime Repair Warranty 


28th & Lyndale Ave. S, Mpls • 612-872-6671 


WWW.HAGENSAUTOBODY.COM 
GUN SHOPS 


GIFT CARD SALE - 


GOOD FOR $10 OFF LANE FEE 
FOR EVERY $50 IN GIFT CARDS 
PURCHASED! 


ODERLIN 


PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR 


Serving the entire Twin Cities Area 
Emergency Service Available 


WWW.SODERLIN.COM 


Licensed, Bonded & Insured 
LICENSE #58002PM & 3272MB 


REAL ESTATE 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 


Fitness With Compassion) 


SPECIALIZING IN: p» 


- weight loss CEN 


cardio training 


2999 


+ 
e women and 4 
senior fitness 612.387.3985 
CurtLarsonPS@gmail.com 
• muscle mass GA * CurtLarsonHomes.com 
and strength BERKSHIRE cats © CalBRE #01974318 
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REALTY 


nwalker@cbrealty.com 


CENTRE FOR ә 612.827.9537 | 
SEXUAL веси TheNancyWalkerTeam.com 
612-208-7704 п 2 Е 

www.centreforsexualwellness.org Ф TAI 0 R $ 

HOME SERVICES 


MATT'S TREE SERVICE 


CABLING, PRUNING, & REMOVALS 
LICEN: Е! 


ISED AND INSURED 
id t 
WWW.MORJANCOUTURE.COM 


5255 CHICAGO AVE, MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55417 
(612) 447-8903 


Residential & Commercial Services 
ISA Certified Arborist on Staff 

Tree Removal * Tree Trimming • Chipping • Stump Grinding 
Storm Darnage * Lot Clearing * Hedge & Shrub Pruning 
Emerald Ash Borer, Dutch Elm Disease 
and Oak Wilt protection treatments 
25+ yrs. Experience 

Credit Cards accepted 


Office: 612-706-8210 


Advertise your business in 
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Call 612-436-4698 
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Some campaigns align the Maverick with its 
larger brand mates, the Ranger and the F-Series. 

On the other hand, Hyundai calls their Santa 
Cruz a "sports adventure vehicle," claiming to 
have created an all-new segment. On occasion, 
you can hear a Hyundai person refer to the San- 
ta Cruz as a pickup truck. 

Lastly, Ford and Hyundai approached their 
vehicles differently beyond just marketing and 
construction. For Hyundai, they're encouraging 
more retail customers to enjoy their Santa Cruz 
as more of a leisure and recreational vehicle 
to fit their active lifestyles. However, there are 
many at Ford who see the Maverick as a great 
in-town light duty truck for fleet use, such as 
utilities, municipal governments, delivery ser- 
vices, and small businesses that need a truck of 
that size. 

Ford offers two drivelines for their Maverick. 
'The base engine is a gas-electric hybrid start- 
ing out with the corporate 2.5-liter four-cylinder 
engine. A continuously variable transmission 
sends power only to the front wheels putting out 
a total horsepower rating of 191. You can opt for 
а 250-horsepower turbocharged 2.0-liter four- 
cylinder engine with an eight-speed automatic 
transmission and available all-wheel drive. The 
Maverick comes in a four-door SuperCrew cab 
with three trim levels to choose from: XL, XLT 
and Lariat. 

The same goes for Hyundai, except there 
is not a hybrid version available. In the SE and 
SEL trims, power comes from a 191-horsepow- 
er 2.5-liter four-cylinder engine attached to an 
eight-speed automatic transmission. In the SEL 
Premium and Limited trims, a turbocharged 
version of the same engine puts out 281 horse- 
power through a dual-clutch transmission. All- 
wheel drive is available across all models. The 
Santa Cruz is only available with a four-door cab. 

One similarity we found interesting is that 
the Ford and Hyundai offer the same bed length 
for their vehicles at around 54 inches. That’s 
where the similarities stop. The Ford's bed of- 
fers no gimmicks, while the Hyundai adds a 
locking tonneau cover and an in-bed trunk simi- 
lar to the larger Honda Ridgeline. 

Recently, we drove both of these new small 
pickup trucks and found even more differences 
between the two; although, we actually drove 
the hybrid driveline in the Maverick and the 
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turbocharged one in the Santa Cruz. We wanted 
more of a taste of each of these vehicles than to 
just perform a complete comparison. 

Neither the Ford nor Hyundai have a truck- 
like ride. Both vehicles certainly feel more SUV- 
like intentionally, though you will find they have 
a purpose to fulfill. The Maverick is more use- 
ful as a pickup truck, while the Santa Fe offers 
more practicality and security in the open bed. 

We favored the Santa Cruz's interior over the 
Maverick's. There is more cabin space, wider 
opening rear doors, more comfortable seats and 
a more advanced instrument panel in the Hyun- 
dai. 

Again, we found the Ford ready for work and 
the Hyundai ready to play. Which one would you 
take to a Pride picnic? The Santa Cruz's in-bed 
compartment has a drain plug so you can load 
up on beverages and cold food. 

As far as using on a trail to the cabin or camp- 
ground, we think that both vehicles will do well. 
Though, if you're looking at the Maverick, we 


suggest getting one with the turbocharged en- 
gine and all-wheel drive. That way, you'll have 
better traction on gravel and dirt roads. How- 
ever, our experience tells us that the all-wheel 
drive and turbocharged Santa Cruz did a won- 
derful job on these surfaces. 

As for pricing, the Ford Maverick starts at 
under $20,000. The Hyundai Santa Cruz's start- 
ing price is about $4,000 more. A loaded Maver- 
ick Lariat with every option available will set you 
back $36,360, while the top Santa Cruz Limited 
specification is priced at $41,100. 

Still can't decide. With inventories low and 
availability taking weeks—if not months—to 
get one in, it may be tough to get a test drive in 
either the Ford Maverick or the Hyundai Santa 
Cruz. 

Still, we're witnessing the rebirth of the small 
pickup truck. With two different approaches to 
the same type of vehicle, you can't lose with 
something that's fun to drive anywhere—with 
the utility of a pickup truck, to boot! E 
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